














SAMANTHA POSEY Credits include: NYC: White Picket Fences (Access
Theatre). LA: ...things i found on craigslist (West Coast premiere),California
Dreamin’ (Met Theatre), Boxtales® OM (Lobero Theatre). TV: Jimmy Kimmel Live.
Web: Cracked.com, GoPotatoTV. Music: The Silver Lake Chorus. BFA in Acting
from UC Santa Barbara. Thanks to Ben, Virlana, cast and crew!

SHELLY THOMAS is a vocalist specializing in Eastern European and Arabic
styles. She is the recipient of the Alliance for California Traditional Arts (ACTA)'s
Traditional Arts Development Grant. She sings in over fifteen languages and has
taught workshops, recorded, performed and toured with wvarious folk and
contemporary ensembles and choirs. She leads Brazda Balkan band and lives in
Brooklyn, NY. www.shelleyvoice.com

LEMON BUCKET ORKESTRA:

MARK MARCZYK (Swamp Gang/violin) used to be just a poet; now he's just an
urban folk musician; tonight, he's just an actor. He enjoys jumping up onto
mailboxes, singing through a megaphone, and leading people into oncoming traffic
in celebration of life and its riches. Last December he appeared in Yara's Midwinter
Night. Punk's not dead... neither is folk

TANGI ROPARS (Swamp Gang/button accordion) was born in Toronto but grew
up in Brittany (Celtic region of France) playing Breton music. He came back to
Toronto 4 years ago and played in many bands across the city learning about Eastern
European music, blues, klezmer, forro, etc. He also performs some Breton music and
his own composition with "Beajour".

JAASH SINGH (Swamp Gang/darbuka) is a multi-faceted percussionist based out
of Toronto, specializing in middle-eastern rhythm for belly dance. He appeared in
Yara's Midwinter Night. www.jaash.ca

YARA ARTS GROUP

VIRLANA TKACZ (director/co-translator) is the artistic director of Yara Arts
Group, a resident theatre company at La MaMa, she has created 24 orginial theatre
pieces with Yara that have premiered at La MaMa and performed in Kyiv, Lviv,
Kharkiv, Bishkek, Ulan Ude, and Ulan Bator as well as the villages of the Buryat
Aga Region of Siberia and China. Last December she created Midwinter Night with
the Koliadnyky of Kryvorivnia, Yara artists and Lemon Bucket Orkestra in Toronto.

ALLA ZAGAYKEVYCH (composer) is a Ukrainian composer who combines
traditional classical music with contemporary multidisciplinary projects such as
installations and performances. She performs with the Electronic music group
Electroacoustical Ensemble. She studied in Kyiv and Paris and from 1986-1990 was
a member of the folk group Drevo. Since the mid 1990s she has been a leading
proponent of electronic music in Ukraine and a curator on many international
projects. She has created music for Yara’s Raven and Dream Bridge.

JEFF NASH (lighting design) Recently at La Mama: UTC61’s Iphegenia; John
Jesurun’s Stopped Bridge of Dreams; Theadora Skippitares’ Prometheus Within;
H.M. Koutoukas’ When Clowns Play Hamlet; and Trav SD’s Tent Show. Other:
Mira Spektor’s Villa Diodati (York Theater), Juliette Mapp’s Making of Americans
(DTW), John Jesurun’s Liz One (Chocolate Factory), Firefall (DTW), and
Philoktetes (Soho Rep, Kaaitheater-Brussels, Festspielhaus-Berlin), Hamlet (Hudson

Guild), Inverse Theater’s Me and No More Pretending (Ohio). Theater artists he has
designed for include Ellen Stewart, Stuart Sherman, John Vaccaro, Robert Wilson,
and Gian Carlo Menotti.

MIKHAIL SHRAGA (projections & graphics) is an animation and video artist
based in NYC. He has been involved with Yara Arts Group beginning with Winter
Sun (2010). In 2011, Mikhail was nominated for a NY Innovative Theater Award in
the stage design category for Yara’s Raven. Please visit shraga84.tumblr.com for
current work.

VOLODYMYR KLYUZKO (projections & graphics) is a Kyiv artist and
photographer. He has been a coordinator of the GOGOLFEST International
Contemporary Arts Festival since 2009. A founding member of the K. kava (Klyuzko
KA & VA), he took part in numerous exhibitions of contemporary art in Kyiv. He
was nominated for of a NY Innovative Theatre Award for Yara’s Raven. He also
created the projections for Yara’s Dream Bridge and Midwinter Night, as well as
Yara’s presentations at the Lviv Book Forum. His “Photo Patterns” were exhibited at
La MaMa Galleria.

VIVIAN STROSBERG (projections) is a videographer and moving image artist.
She studied Film/Video at the School of Visual Arts. Her experimental short films
have been screened in several collections in New York and she has recently
completed a feature length documentary entitled “Vermont Joy Parade: the Clock
Tick and the Heartbeat”

YEVHEN KOPIYOV (set design) is the resident designer at Les Kurbas National
Center of Theatre Art in Kyiv. He has worked with Yara Arts Group since 2004,
creating lights for the performances Koliada, Scythian Stones, Raven and Dream
Bridge.

STEPHAN MORAVSKI (set design) is completing a Masters in Design for Stage
and Film at Tisch School of the Arts at NYU. Previously he completed his masters in
Architecture from the University of Melbourne. Stephan is of Ukrainian origin and
was heavily involved in the Ukrainian Arts in Melbourne, Australia where he was
born.

KEIKO OBREMSKI (costume design) is originally from Japan. She performed
with Tokyo Kid Brothers at La Mama. She has worked with Yara Arts since Scythian
Stones. Recent Design credits include Midwinter Night (Yara Arts), Everything
about School (almost) (TADA! Youth theater). She is Kimono dresser and recently
worked Kimono show with 120 models.

TIM SCHELLENBAUM (sound design) is the resident sound designer for La
MaMa.

NADIA TATCHIN (production manager) worked with Yara Arts Group on Raven
in 2011, and Dream Bridge and Midwinter Night in 2012.

JENNIFER DELAC (stage manager) is excited to be making her La MaMa debut
with Yara Arts! Jennifer is a recent graduate of Fordham University where she stage
managed, choreographed, and designed numerous productions. Most recent credits
include: Centaur Battle of San Jacinto (PSM, Dir. Ralph Pena), Savage/Love



