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Upcoming events: 

April  12 at 7PM 

“Zhadan & Bushwick 

Book Club” featuring 

new music, art, film 

and tattoos inspired 

by Zhadan’s poetry 

 

April 13 at 7 PM 

“Zhadan & Jazz” 

Zhadan & Yara read, 

Anthony Coleman & 

Fima Chupakhin play 

Ukrainian Museum 

& April 14 at 2 PM 

UECC Philadelphia 

Number 81 Yara arts group 

Newsletter 

YARA CELEBRATES ZHADAN’S 
BOOK OF POETRY IN ENGLISH  

    This April Yale University Press will 
publish “What We Live For, What We Die 
For: Selected Poems by Serhiy Zhadan, 
one of Ukraine’s foremost poets, in Eng-
lish translation by Virlana Tkacz and Wan-
da Phipps. The book has a foreword by 
New York poet Bob Holman. The fifty 
poems were selected by Ms. Tkacz and 
include selected poems from Mr. Zhadan’s 
collections from 2001 to 2015. The book is 
arranged in reverse chronological order, 
starting with poems inspired by the War in 
Donetsk and ending with a poem written in 
2001 about the arrests of writers in the 
Slovo Building in Kharkiv in the 1930s. 
Recently, the New York Times Book Re-
view online included the book in it’s 
"Globetrotting” column as part of a “Sneak 
Preview of Books Coming Out in 2019 
from Around the World."  

   Over the years many of the poems in the 
book served as texts in theatre productions 
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by Yara Arts Group and to this day they con-
tinue to inspire innovative events. This spring 
Yara will celebrate the publication of the book 
with a series of new events in New York, Phil-
adelphia and Boston.  

    On Friday, April 12 the Ukrainian Muse-
um and Yara Arts Group will present an event 
featuring the Bushwick Book Club that will 
presents new music, art, film and tattoos in-
spired by Zhadan’s poetry.  NYC songwriters 
Susan Hwang, Charlie Nieland, Rachelle Gar-
niez, John S. Hall, Dallin Applebaum, Andi 
Rae Healy, Ray Brown and Erel Pilo will per-
form new songs. Filmmakers Lisa Barnstone, 
Roman Turovksky, artist Emilia Devitis and 
tattoo artist Tasha Rubinow will display new 
work in response to Zhadan's latest release.  
Join us in this unique creative celebration of 
Zhadan's work  at 7 PM Ukrainian Museum 
222 East 6th St, New York City. Tickets 
$25/20 students, seniors & members 
www.ukrainainmuseum.org 

    On Saturday, April 13 the Ukrainian 
Museum and Yara Arts Group will present 
“Zhadan and Jazz” Serhiy Zhadan reads his 
poetry and Yara actors read English transla-
tions, while jazz pianists Anthony Coleman 
and Fima Chupakin play. At 7 PM  the 
Ukrainian Museum 222 East 6th St, New York 
City. Tickets $25/20 students, seniors & mem-
bers www.ukrainainmuseum.org 

    On Sunday, April 14 the Ukrainian Edu-
cational and Cultural Center in Philadelphia 
and Yara Arts Group present “Zhadan and 
Jazz” Serhiy Zhadan reads his poetry and Yara 
actors read English translations while jazz 
pianists Anthony Coleman and Fima Chupakin 
play. Supported by the Ukrainian Community 
Foundation of Philadelphia. At 2 PM at the 
UECC, 700 North Cedar Rd, Jenkintown PA 
(215) 663-1166, www.ueccphila.org  
   Zhadan will  also take part in related events: 
a film screening at Columbia University on 
April 9 and a reading at Harvard Universi-
ty on April 10. Books will be available at all 
events. 
   www.yarartsgroup.net for event details 

http://www.brama.com/yara/
http://www.ukrainainmuseum.org
http://www.ukrainainmuseum.org
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sponsored by US Embassy   
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tribute to Les Kurbas, his 
creativity, investigation 
and experiments. This 
exhibit is an acknowledg-
ment and testimony to the 
amazing achievements of 
Ukrainian theatre in the 
1920s. 

   The exhibit has three 
authors: an American 
director Virlana Tkacz, 
who created Yara Arts 
Group in New York in 
1990, artist Waldemart 
Klyuzko and the head 
archivist of the Museum 
of Theatre, Music and 
Cinema Tetiana Rudenko. 
There is nothing superflu-
ous, it is absolutely theat-
rical and finely tuned 
(architect Alexander Bur-
laka) – when you enter the 
inner logic of its narrative 
captures you. From that 
moment on, you are emo-
tionally engaged. 

   The exhibition is in two 
parts, the first dedicated to 
Les Kurbas’s work at the 
Berezil Artistic Associa-
tion in Kyiv (1922-1926). 
The second part presents 
productions by Kharkiv’s 
Berezil National Theatre 
where Kurbas worked 
from 1926-1933. 

   The exhibition has a 
dramatic development, 
like a production, but also 
a traditional chronology 
without contrivances. As 
you enter you see both the 
beginning “Introduction to 
Kurbas,” but also what he 
eventually achieves. 
Down the hall you can see 
the central installation of 
the exhibition – the recre-
ation of the set for the first 
Ukrainian musical “Hello, 
This Is Radio 477!” (477 
was the radio frequency 
for Kharkiv radio.) 

   Kurbas’s theatrical 

achievements at the Berezil 
Artistic Association (1922-
1926) are impressive and 
tangible. He re-
conceptualized theatrical 
space and the use of the body 
on stage. Working with the 
avant-garde artist Vadym 
Meller, Kurbas created stage 
constructions which were 
reminiscent of sculptures. He 
did many things incredible for 
his time. Kurbas proved that 
sets and costumes do not have 
to be literal and that the stage 
can become a space where a 
unique, separate reality exists. 

    The Kyiv section of the 
exhibit focuses on three Kur-
bas productions: 
“Gas” (1923), “Jimmie Hig-
gins” (1923) and 
“Macbeth” (1924)… There 
are costume sketches admired 
by critics and the public in 
New York, original and re-
constructed costumes, set 
models, posters, the director’s 
copies of plays with Kurbas’s 
notes, musical notes and pho-
tographs from the produc-
tions. You can read Berezil 
audience surveys displayed 
on tablets: “What did you not 
like about the acting? – When 
he finishes working on stage, 
the actor should go backstage. 
What did you not like? -- Too 
many revolutionary plays. 
Did you understand the play 
today and did you like it? -- I 
didn’t get it, the second act is 
murky.” 

   In the Kharkiv section the 
installation for the comedy 
“Myna Mazailo” recreates 
Vadym Meller’s futuristic 
construction for the 1929 
production at the Berezil The-
atre. It presents the director’s 
concept of the single space 
occupied by everyone. De-
signer-avant-gardist Vadym 
Meller worked on almost all 
of Kurbas’s productions.  

   In 1925, Meller together 

   “Kurbas: New Worlds,” 
was a mega museum exhibit 
that featured Kurbas’s innova-
tion in theatre, with installa-
tions, set reconstruction , cos-
tumes, photographs and re-
cordings. An important exhibit 
made possible with help 
from the friends of Yara 
Arts Group.  

   The exhibition revealed why 
Kurbas can be called one of 
the most innovative theatre 
directors of his time and a 
forerunner in the use of new 
media in theatre. While work-
ing in Kharkiv 1926-1933, 
Kurbas dreamt of creating a 
new urban culture in Kharkiv 
then the capitol of Ukraine. 
   “Kurbas: New Worlds” 
was curated by Virlana Tkacz, 
artistic director of Yara Arts 
Group, Tetiana Rudenko, head 
archivist at the Museum of 
Theatre, Music and Cinema of 
Ukraine and Waldemart 
Klyuzko, designer from Kyiv. 
The exhibit was at the 
Mystetsky Arsenal/Art Arse-
nal in Kyiv October 17- De-
cember 2, 2018. 

   Our exhibit was seen by 
over 20,000 visitors. The ex-
hibit had an extensive special 
events program with over 35 
concerts, media lectures and 
curator’s tours that was seen 
by almost 3,000. 

Here are some responses: 

   “One of best theatre 
events of 2018 --
  DT.UA  Dec 27, 2018 

One of best art events 
of 2018 --  Oksana Se-
menik, Korydor, Dec 
28, 2018 

One of best museum 
exhibits --  Cedra, Jan 
2019 

 

KURBAS: NEW WORLDS  

The exhibit at the Art Arsenal 
is a grand project and a smart 
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“Kurbas: New Worlds“ at  the Art Arsenal  in Kyiv  —  press 

http://www.brama.com/yara/


Above: the 3 curators: 

Virlana Tkacz, Tanya 

Rudenko & Waldemart 

Klyuzko. Below: set for  

“Hello, This Is Radio 477” 

photo by  Nikita Yurenev 

“Kurbas: New World s” press reactions — continued from page  2 
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thanks to the vivid and orig-
inal visual presentation, this 
exhibition can be of interest 
to anyone concerned with 
culture, especially Ukraini-
an culture, as well as those 
who simply want to take a 
selfie in front of an unusual 
background… 

   Thanks to its exciting 
visual presentation the ex-
hibit achieves the difficult 
task it has set for itself:  to 
make visible the ephemeral 
world of theatre, which 
relies on interaction with 
the audience. Original post-
ers, newspapers, costume 
sketches and costumes, both 
original and replicated, 
help. However, the main 
structural elements of the 
exhibition are the monu-
mental recreations of the 
Berezil sets, which are so 
effective in the Art Arse-
nal’s grand space. 

   As a curator and the lead-
ing artist of the exhibition, 
Waldemart Klyuzko said, 
that some of the sets were 
scaled down to better fit 
into the space and to ac-
commodate its dimensions. 
The exhibition was also 
designed by Alexander Bur-
laka, who determined the 
architectural design of the 
Kyiv part of the exhibition, 
while the Kharkiv part of 
the exhibition was created 
by Waldemart Klyuzko for 
the exhibition “Kurbas in 
Kharkiv” at the Yermilov 
Centre last winter. The 
signage of the exhibition 
deserves special mention, 
and is executed in an “avant
-garde” style with titles, 
slogans and playful fonts 
(designer Valeria 
Guevskaya.) The curators 
have provided us with a 
reasonable amount of text, 
and do not try to describe 
everything. The fonts are 
large enough to make for 
easy reading (which is not 

with Sonia Delaunay and Al-
exandra Exter took part in the 
International Exhibition of 
Decorative and Industrial Arts 
in Paris, where he won a gold 
medal for his set for Berezil’s 
“Secretary of the Labor Un-
ion.” The materials from this 
exhibit were published in the 
American journal “The Little 
Review,” where eight of the 
photos were from the Berezil.  

   The task of the exhibition is 
not to simply “recall every-
thing,” but to pay tribute, pre-
sent, bring into focus and ex-
plain Kurbas as an avant-
gardist and one of the great 
artists of the 20th century, who 
stood at the source of multi-
media in theatre. 

KyivDaily.com.ua/shkola-
kurbasa October 23, 2018 

 

IMMERSING YOURSELF 
IN THE WORLD OF THE 
AVANT-GARDE  
   An exhibit dedicated to such 
an important figure as Les 
Kurbas is always a challenge 
for the creators and the host-
ing institution. What can you 
say about Kurbas that hasn’t 
been said? On the one hand, 
for people specializing in the 
field, he is a given, his life and 
work have been thoroughly 
studied. For the last 20 years 
there has been an exhibit on 
the life and work of this im-
portant avant-gardist at the 
Theatre Museum (which he 
founded almost 100 years 
ago). On the other hand, the 
general public knows very 
little about Kurbas, aside from 
the fact that he had something 
to do with theatre and was 
repressed by Stalin. 

   The exhibit “Kurbas: New 
Worlds” at the Art Arsenal 
consciously takes up this chal-
lenge and addresses it. The 
focus of the exhibit is specific 
enough and has enough depth 
to interest specialists. And, 

the rule in most of 
Ukraine’s museums).  

   The exhibition works on a 
purely visual level and does 
not rely on its texts: you can 
run through it in 20 minutes 
without reading a single 
explanation and still under-
stand how truly innovative 
Kurbas’s theatre was in the 
1920s. Today, a hundred 
years later, his set designs 
do not look dated. But it is 
much more interesting to 
view the exhibition at a 
leisurely pace, examining 
the archival photos, reading 
the reviews of critics and 
audiences, exploring the 
material presented in vari-
ous media and immersing 
yourself in the worlds Kur-
bas created. 

   To gain an even deeper 
understanding of the materi-
al, you must also visit some 
of the special related events. 
According to Virlana 
Tkacz, one of the curators 
and the director of Yara 
Arts Group, of special inter-
est for the non-academic 
audience will be the blitz-
festival KURBAS 10X10, 
where 10 theatres will pre-
sent 10 minute performanc-
es in reaction to Kurbas’s 
work and the performance 
by NOVA OPERA of mu-
sic on the theme of the lost 
score for Kurbas’s produc-
tion of GAS (November 
11). Ksenia Bilash 
LB.UA  October 31, 2018. 

 

Most extraordinary here are 
the installations that present 
the director’s concepts 
about the theatre…. The US 
Embassy in Kyiv provided 
a copy of “The Little Re-
view” from 1926 about 
Berezil’s participation in an 
International Theatre Exhi-
bition in New York. 

Natalia Patrikyeva, Radio 
Svoboda, Oct 18, 2018 



Yara  new website 

Check out Yara’s newly launched website — www.yaraartsgroup.net    
designed in tandem by Darien Fiorino & Virlana Tkacz.  

Let us know what you think! 

Prize winners 
This October “Kurbas in Kharkiv” was awarded the Pannchenko Prize as the 

best theatrical event in Kharkiv. Congratulations to the curators:  
Virlana Tkacz, Tetiana Rudenko and Waldemart Klyuzko! 

 

Factor  this year in Ukraine. 

The group just release a new 

clip https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

time_continue=12&v=ls43_

7SV8Eg 

   Shona Tucker, who ap-

peared in Yara’s A Light 

From the East, Yara’s For-

est Song and Dark Night 

Bright Stars, writes: “We 

performed the 100th show 

of To Kill A Mockingbird  

on Broadway today! 

   Isaac Stockhouse 

Wheeler, who co-translated 

the prose for Zhadan’s 

“Mesopotamia” appeared as 

a featured poet for the series 

Poets of Queens in Astoria 

on January 9, 2019. He 

shared the stage that night 

with Yara’s Virlana Tkacz.  

     Erzhena Zhambalova, 

who appeared in Yara’s 

Buryat projects, now heads 

the Buryat National Theatre. 

She writes that “The Ulean 

Girls,” the Buryat version of 

Yara’s show Circle, per-

formed its 330 show this 

January, making it the most 

performed show evet in the 

Buryat Theatre. CON-

GRATULATIONS  to the 

Buryat National Theatre and 

to all the Yara artists who 

helped create this beautiful 

show that premiered at La 

MaMa Theatre in 2000. 

Extracurricular Activities 

306 East 11th Street #3B 

New York, NY 10003 

 

212-475-6474 

yara.arts.group@gmail.com 
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beautiful Blue Ridge Moun-

tains. 

   Olena Jennings, who has 

often worked with Yara, read 

her translations of Iryna Shuva-

lova  at the Shevchenko Socie-

ty in  New York in March.  

    Tom Lee who appeared in 

all of Yara’s Buryat productions 

showed his Shank's Mare with a 

Japanese Puppet Master Koryu 

Nishikawa V at the Chicago 

Puppet Festival January 17-19 

at the Chicago Art Institute  to 

sold out houses and all round 

acclaim. 

   Jenny Leona, who appeared 

in Yara’s Fire Water Night was 

in  The Y alta Game at the Irish 

Rep in November and Decem-

ber. It was the New York prem-

iere of Brian Friel’s 2001 dram-

atization of a short story by 

Anton Chekhov.  

   Tristra Newyear, who ap-

peared in Yara’s Circle has 

written a novel  “The Tomb and 

the Stone, Part II” https://

store.bookbaby.com/book/Jada?

fbclid=IwAR0m0CGzcmRVau

AwR7VnetYUjSzBkL76mPHN

amWMOd_scUzyLjrbGi-mzeI  

   Andrea Odezynska, who 

created video for a number of 

Yara’s shows, is now in 

Ukraine as a Fulbright Scholar. 

   Vladislav Onishchenko, who 

appeared in Yara’s 1917-2017: 

Tychyna, Zhadan & the Dogs in 

Ukraine, is half of the  duet 

ZBS Band which won  the  X 

   Laura Biagi, who appeared 
in Yara’s Circle earned a 
Ph.D. in Performance Studies 
at NYU and blends theatre,  
performance art, contempla-
tive practices and life coaching 
in her work. She performs as a 
storyteller, and is on the  Fac-
ulty at DePaul University-
where she has created a course 
called Healing Narratives, a 
collaboration between Cook 
County Jail, DePaul Universi-
ty, and the Inside Out Prison 
Exchange Program. Her cur-
rent solo, Open Questions, has 
premiered at Collaboraction 
Studios in January, and her 
piece, Self Love, will be 
showcased during the 2019 
Los Angeles Women's Festi-
val. www.mywildest.com 
   Marina Celander, who 
appeared in Yara’s shows 
since 1999, will be performing 
her own solo show 
“Shakespeare’s Sister” March 
23 at 6:30 & March 24 at 4:00 
at  the Kraine Theatre 85 East 
4th St, NYC  http://
www.horsetrade.info/2017-
estrogenius-festival?
fbclid=IwAR3Ml_CSk4WfA
HoTpfSjiOW3DZbF3Mjjdw-_
-azRjssVIGLkoC1oEFYt6vE  

   Reilly Costigan-Humes, 

who co-translated the prose in 

Zhadan’s “Mesopotamia” is 

the proud father of Maya 

Costigan born Sept 5, 2018. 

   Amy Grappell, who ap-

peared in  Yara’s Light From 

the East and directed the film 

about our first trip to Ukraine, 

was awarded a month long 

residency at the Virginia Cen-

ter for the Creative Arts in the 

Below: Poster for “The 
Ulean Girls” at the Buryat 

National Theatre, the 
Buryat version of Yara’s 

show “Circle.” 
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